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his opinion, in rather a peremptory manner \ that the
year 1500 is the earliest date to which a dramatick
performance, in England, accompanied with dialogue,
can be assigned. In order to support this assertion,
he has added that the Chester Mysteries, which have
been ascribed to the year 1327, are manifestly ante-
dated nearly two centuries. It were to be wished that
he had furnished us with the grounds of a decision,
which, if just, would prove that all the most distin-
guished antiquaries, who have written on the subject,
were manifestly wrong- Mr. Tyrwhitt, indeed, while
he coincides with others in thinking that these com-
positions are probably as ancient as they have been
said to be, in their original state; yet conjectures that
their .diction and orthography, as they now appear in
the Harleian MSS. are as late as 1600. It is ha-
zardous to call in question the opinion of this distin-
guished critick, but I should almost suspect that this
date must have been an error of the press. The lan-
guage of 1600, when all of Spenser's, and many of
Shakspeare's works had been written, was surely very
different from the extract which he himself has
given:

" Yea Sir set up your saile,

4f And rowe forth with evil haile,

*6 For without anyfaile.

661 will not oute of this toune,
*' But I have my gossepes everich one,
*e One foote further I will not gone, &c."

But I will no longer detain the reader with any im-
perfect remarks which I can furnish on this subject,
from the perusal of the following able disquisition on
this subject, by my friend Mr. Markland, of the Tem-
ple, through whose kindness I am permitted to lay
it before the publick at large. It was originally pre-
fixed as an introduction to a specimen of the Ches-
ter Mysteries, which that gentleman printed for pri~
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